
Digital citizenship in Education

Bergþóra Þórhallsdóttir, IT project manager, municipality of Kópavogsbær, Iceland

- implementing through Institutional Cooperation -



Lessons from a small country

Iceland population 391.810

Compulsory schools 174 run by 62 municipalities

Publishers of learning materials <10

Kópavogur



Introduction

Bergþóra Þórhallsdóttir “Begga”

Teacher 1986

Asisstant principal / principal 1994

Director of the Lifelong Learning Center

IT leader

Management of educational institutions

Public administration - digital administration

Project manager - Kópavogur

Daughter -Wife - Mother - Grandmother



Westman Islands

Westman Islands



Grindavík

Kópavogur



iPad for all students

1:1 iPad for all student since 2023

2015 - 2020 in 5th. - 10th. grade

2021 - 2023 in 1st - 4th grade



Emphasis on the use of tablets in school activities

Purposefully taught

Students solve tasks 

voluntarily or according to 

instructions/guidelines.

Training in selected 

skills according to 

curriculum.

Reference curriculum to 

support. Online learning 

materials.

Digital 

citizenship

Work methods 

and socializing
Training exercises

Tablet as a 

learning tool





Learning materials in icelandic?

Center for Education and School 

Services

SAFT – Icelandic Safer Internet 

Center 



“It was not a choice to wait 
- rather a task to be carried out”
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Workshops and focus group interviews

Workshops - teachers in group of age

“What do students have to know about digital 

use in each age”

Teaching lessons in schools and 

feedback.

Interviews - students

Interviews - teachers



Media Commission - Tumi network

The role of the network is to facilitate the exchange of information between those working on 

information and media literacy in Iceland and to facilitate collaboration among members. The 

network members share knowledge, research, projects and other resources related to the 

network.

● Monthly webinars

● Media literacy week

○ The network's Media Literacy Week Steering Group leads the work on the week's 

agenda.

■ Website www.midlalaesi.is

■ Learning materials - films - Interviews - conference

○ The week takes place in october each year

http://www.midlalaesi.is


From silos to institutional collaboration

• Directorate of 
Education

• Media 
Commission –
TUMI network

• Commonsense

• City of Reykjavík

• Kópavogur 
municipality

• Teachers 

• Students

• M.Ed. student

• CoE promoter, 
University

• Parent association 



Grassroot initiative lay the foundation

Combined 
efforts provide 
better results

Initiative

Enthusiasm

Know-how

Expertice

Funds





The DCE Planner 

A Curriculum Framework for Digital 

Citizenship Education

10 domains

The DCE Planner

EU DCE Planner website 

https://rm.coe.int/1680b5e660
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/dce-planner
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/dce-planner
https://www.coe.int/en/web/education/dce-planner






New competence in national curriculum 2024

“Students must be taught about 

technology and software and trained 

in their use. 

Emphasis must be placed on 

information and technology 

education as an interdisciplinary 

field of study where realistic subjects 

are integrated into most subjects 

and fields of study. 

Students will thus receive training in 

independent working methods and 

cooperation”. 

National curriculum, 2024

namskra stafraenborgv2.png

https://www.adalnamskra.is/grunnskoli/kafli-26-upplysinga-og-taeknimennt-2024


Established in teacher training



Menntafléttan - Edu.complex

• Free online course

• The courses are aimed at a group of colleagues working together to 

develop teaching and working methods in the workplace. Courses are 

taught in sessions that are spread evenly over the winter. Each 

collaboration group chooses a leader who attends the sessions.

• The educational complex is based on research on effective professional 

development, including how to use a development circle as a tool to 

integrate course topics with daily work, strengthen participants' learning 

communities, and the role of leaders in peer collaboration.



Development circle

Step A: Participants read, watch videos, and reflect on 

questions.

Step B: Participants discuss the material together and 

plan how to implement it in their work.

Step C: Participants carry out the plan and record their 

observations.

Step D: Participants reflect on the work that has been 

carried out in practice.

2 teachers from each 

partner school.

2 of the 5 teachers in the 

course came from 

Kópavogur municipality.







The website www.Vitundin.is

http://vitundin.is


Thank you!

www.vitundin.is

beggath@kopvogur.is

mailto:beggath@kopvogur.is
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